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Attorney Docket No. GDJ-100-A 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADE MARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Gitrc 

Serial Number: 10/649.922 

Piled: Aug. 26, 2003 

Gfoup Art Unit: 3711 

Confitmadon No. 6 1 06 

Examiner: Legesse, Nitii F. 

•j-j^g. Sports Swing Aid and Training Apparatus 

AMENDMENT ''A" INCLUDING RESPONSE TO RES TRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Commissioner For Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the restriction requirement in the Office Action of May 28, 2004, appUcant 
submits the followng response; 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of cldms which begins on page 2 

of this pspec. 

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as shown below, in which changes are indicated by 
strikethroughand/ormderscoring. Also, please add new claims 18-20. This Usting of claims 
win replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1. (Original) A sports swing training apparatus for use in conjunction with a sports 
implement, the apparatus comprising: 

a hollow, inflatable plastic body member having a central axis and comprising a core portion 
with a central opening formed therein adapted to receive a shaft of the ^orts implement, said 
central opening extending through said body member along its ccMtral axis, and 

a plurahty of wing sections attached to said core portion and extending outwardly therefrom in 
an inflated configuration of the apparatus. 

2. (Original ) The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said body member comprises a felted, 
flocked fabric or other non-glossy surface on the interior of said central opening. 

3. (Original ) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said body member is substantially X- 
sh^ed in cross section, and wherein said wing sections are spaced substantially 90 degrees 
apart. 

4. (Original ) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said body member further comprises ribs 
positioned thereon between adjacent wing sections. 

2 



PAGE 3(1fl»RCVDAT6l2512004 12:53:48 PM [Eastern Daylightrimel'SVRiUSPTWPa^^^^^ 



06/25/2004 FRI 12:57 FAX 2483441096 uspto 



@004/010 



5. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, ftulhCTConqjrismg att attachment loop or hook 
attached to said body member for use in connecting said apparatus to an accessory. 

6. (Original ) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the core portion has a slit fonned therein 
subStantiaUy parallel to the central axis, and at least one festener for attaching the sides of said 
core portion together at said slit 

7. (Original ) A sports swing training apparatus for use in conjunction with a sports 
implement, the apparatus comprising: 

a plastic body member formed from a closed-cell foam material and having a central axis, said 
body member comprising a core portion with a central opening fonned therein to receive a shaft 
of the sports implement, said central opening extending through said body member along its 
central axis, and 

a plurality of wing sections integrally formed with and extending outwardly from said core 
portion. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein said body member comprises a felted, 
flocked febric or other non-glossy surface on the interior of said central opening. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein said body member is substantially X- 
shaped in cross section, and wherein said wing sections are spaced substantially 90 degrees apart. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of Qaim 7, fiirther comprising an attachment loop or hook 
attached to said body member for use in connecting said apparatus to an accessory. 
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1 1 . (Original ) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the core portion has a slit formed therein 
suhstantially parallel to the central axis, and a fastener for attaching the sides of said core portion 
togedier at said slit. 

1 2, (Cuireatly Amended ) A sports swing training apparatus comprising: 

an elongate, one-piece body member comprising a unitary inflatable plastic member having a 

core portion and a central axis, odd body mombor having at looot ono faotonor ifaoroon for 

attaching the sideg nf ^t'^"'^ pnTtinn togothor at aaid slit : and 

a pluraUty of wing sections integrally fonned with and extending outwardly from said core 

portion; 

wherein said body member has central opening formed therein that extends therethrougli along 
its central axis, and wherein said apparatus co m piises a felted, flocked fabric or other non-glossy 
Riirface on the interior of said central opening, uoid coro portion has a olit fonnod therH in 
cub c tJntiilly p- Tta Hp l 1- ^ '^"'^ r mmmmication wifli oaid central op owi nc . 

13. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein said wing sections have flattened outer 
ends. 

14. (Original ) The apparatus of Clahn 12, wherein said body member comprises a series of 
ribs located in the areas located between each wing section. 



15. [Canceled] 
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1 6. (Original ) The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein said body member is substantially X- 
shaped m cjross section, and wherein said wing sections are spaced substantially 90 degrees apart. 

17. (Original } The apparatus of Claim 7, further comprising an attachment loop or hook 
attached to said body member for use in connecting said apparatus to an accessory* 

18. (New) A sports swing training apparatus for use in conjunction with a sports implement, 
the apparatus coruprising: 

a hollow, inflatable plastic body member having a central axis and comprising a core portion 
with a central opening formed therein adapted to receive a shaft of the sports implement, said 
central opening extending through said body member along its central axis, and 
a plurality of wing sections attached to said core portion and extending outwardly therefrom in 
an inflated configuration of the apparatus; 

wherein said body member further comprises ribs positioned thereon between adjacent 
wing sections. 

1 9. (New ) The apparatus of Claim 1 8, finlher comprising an attachment loop or hook 
attached to said body member for use in connecting said apparatus to an accessory, 

20. (New ) The apparatus of Claim 1 8, wherein said body member comprises a felted, flocked 
fabric or other non-glossy surface on the interior of said central opening. 
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REMARKS 

Restriction Response 
Claims 1-17 have been placed under a restriction reqijireinent under MPEP 803 and 35 
U.S.C. 121 in the above-identified OfSce Action. 

SUMMARY OF THE EXAMIN ER'S POSITION 

Specifically, the Examiner has identified the following inventions: 

I. The species illustrated in Figures 1-2; 

II. The species illustrated in Figure 3; 
in. The species illustrated in Figure 4; 

IV. The species illustrated in Figures 5-6; 

V. The species illustrated in Figure 7; and 

VI. The species illustrated in Figure 8. 

The Examiner ha$ required restriction to one of the identified species for examination. 

AppUoant respectfully traverses the restriction requirement in the above-identified Office 
Action, and requests reconsideration and withdrawal thereof. Applicant respectfully suggests that 
the claims arc all drawn to a single inventive concept within the meaning of 37 C.F.R. 1.141(b). 
and should not be subject to restriction. 

Even if the Examiner remains convinced that the clabns are not all drawn to a single inventive 
concept, applicant respectfiilly suggests that all of the pending claims are drawn to closely 
associated inventions. 

Moreover, appUcant respectfuUy points out that MPEP section 803 states that 

"if the search and examination of an entire appUcation can be made withoat 
serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it 
includes claims to distinct or independent inventions." 
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Applicant respectfully suggests that the examination of the entire application would not 
place a serious burden on the Examiner. AppHcatit therefore respectfully respects reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the restriction requirement. 

Applicant respectfully further submits that even assuming, for the sake of argument, that 
some kind of restriction requirement is proper in the present application, the present restriction 
requirement is overly restrictive. Applicant suggests that at most, a proper restriction requirement 
would require restriction between the inflatable embodiments of the invention, such as those 
shown in Figures 1-3 and 5-6, and the closed-cell foam embodiments of Figures 4 and 7-8. 
Applicant therefore requests reconsideration and witiidrawal of the present requirement, and if 
the Examiner ixiists on imposing a restriction requiement. Applicant suggests that instead of the 
present requirement, the two-way restriction requirement set forth in this paragraph might be 
considered. 

However, notwithstanding the above, and in order to comply with Patent OfSce 
requirements, applicant elects, with traverse, the group identified by the Examiner as Invention I. 

It is appHcant*s understanding and belief that claims 1-5, 12-14 (as amended), and 16-17, 
of the originally filed claims, are each drawn to the elected species. 

Applicant has also introduced new claims 18-20 by the present amendment, and it is 
respectfully submitted that each of these new claims is also drawn to the elected species. 

Claim Amendments 

Applicant has canceled claim 15, has amended claim 12 to read on the elected species, 
and has incorporated the limitation from claim 15 into claim 12. 

Apphcant also introduces new claim 1 8 by the present amendment, which combines all of 
the limiations of original claims 1 and 4, Apphcant further introduces new claims 19 and 20 by 
the present amendment, and these claims depend from claim 18, and are similar to original 
claims 2 and 5. 

7 
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Applicant respectfully suggests that as presently amended, all of the pending claims are 
believed to be allowable. 

For all of the above-mentioned reasons, applicant requests reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the restriction requirement of record, and allowance of the pending claims. 

Applicant respectfully submits that no new matter is added by the present amendment, 
since all of the claims are fully supported by the original application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge $43.00 for one additional independent 
claim in excess of three, to Deposit Account 50-0744 in the name of Camer> Blackman & 
Associates, P.C. A dupHcate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Favorable consideration is respectfully requested 

Respectfully submitted. 



Customer No. 21828 

CARRIER, BLACKMAN & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
24101 Novi Road, Suite 100 
Novi, Michigan 48375 
June 25, 2004 




William D. Blackman 
Registration No, 32,397 
(248) 344-4422 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted, via facsimile, to Examining 
Group 371 1 of the United States Patent and Trademajjc Ofgfcc on June 25, 2004, at the number 
(703)872-9306. 
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Applicant respectfully suggests that as presently amended, all of the pending claims are 
believed to be allowable. 

For all of the above-mentioned reasons, applicant requests reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the restriction requirement of record, and allowance of the pending claims. 

Applicant respectfully submits that no new matter is added by the present amendment, 
since all of the claims are fully supported by the original application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge $43.00 for one additional independent 
claim in excess of three, to Deposit Account 50-0744 in the name of Carrier, Blackman & 
Associates, P.C. A duphcate copy of tills sheet is enclosed. 

Favorable consideration is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 




Customer No. 21828 

CARRIER, BLACKMAN & ASSOCIATES, P.C. William D. Blackman 

241 01 Novi Road, Suite 1 00 Registration No. 32.397 

Novi, Michigan 48375 (248) 344-4422 
June 25, 2004 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMTSSTON 
I hereby certify that this coirespondence is being transmitted, via iacdmile, to Examining 
Group 37 II of the United States Patent and Trademaj^ Oflpfce on June 25, 2004, at the number 
(703) 872-9306. 
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